Peflections

of Students and Teachers

“We all have a hand in creating peace.”




A group of Grade 10 and Grade 12 students fromeéNDame Catholic Secondary School
visited FSWC on Tuesday, November 18th. We hadrorgd a special Genocide and

the Power of Action workshop for them that inclu@dedetailed presentation on the
Holocaust, including a survivor speaker, along vitlormation regarding Rwanda and
Darfur. When the students first arrived, theyeveery chatty and involved in personal
discussions with their peers; however, it did m#etlong to engage these 3 classes - they
contributed answers, listened attentively, and éiskeestions when they arose. They
seemed to recognize the importance of educatienkay to change.

The students had a short break after the presentani the Holocaust and before the
survivor spoke. In this time, their teacher appheal the receptionist and handed her
$88 - the students had decided to make a donatwR$WCand each contributed
whatever they could. They knew that there had Ib@echarge for the workshop and that
the FSWC mission to educate was an important onehe students wished to contribute.
~ November 2008

Survivor Dr. Dor

“I think that it is very horrid that one race woudd that. | never thought there would be
any more genocide after Hitler. Today | found abbut Rwanda. Last year | learned
about Darfur. It always seems like history wilpeat. When | go to EB Games, 40% of
games are war games. 70% of those are about Wiatdll, 20% are World War | and
the other 10% are either war in Afghanistan or sés&assin-get-out-and-kill-randomly
games.No rescue-the-dying-Tutsi is there? No “Peace ifghAanistan.” Plenty
“world in Conflict” though. We all have the same origin. We all have theeshody
parts. Accidents happen. Genocide is not an antidt happens. But why? Today we
never answered that. And never will.”

~ Grade 8 student, Rowan




“I cannot begin to thank you enough for my inspoaal visit to the" Friends of Simon
Wiesenthal Centre for Holocaust Studies”,on Fridagember 5.

As | mentioned, | have been interested in Holochtgsature and film for many years. |
am so grateful for the many new books and DVDs ybathave recommended to me.

As a former Principal of Adult/Alternative Educatian Toronto, Vice-Principal
(secondary and elementary), Guidance Head, EngidiMedia teacher, | have had a
great deal of professional development over thesyé@an honestly say that you have
provided me with some of the most stimulating ideasl resources that | have
encountered in my career to datelook forward to using them with my studentsmiy
alternative high school program.
You are to be commended for thery important workthat you do to keep Simon
Wiesenthal's message and legacy alive for presehfudure generations!”

~ Alternative Program Teacher, Mary-Lee

Survivor Magda Hilf

“Thank-you so much for today's workshop. Upon mging to school and settling in |
asked the students how they felt and they unanilyaggseed that today's workshop was
valuable and that they would all be returning aa2B8rd becausthe message is
important to them Tomorrow they will have time in class to writeetr letter [to the
guest Holocaust Survivor speaker] and | am lookamg/ard to seeing some of their
responses.

Thank you again.”

~ Grade 8 Teacher, Michelle




“Disgusting howorganizedthe Holocaust was and hamotionally detachethe Nazis
were from Jews.

Amazing how quickly a normal country can go freane to insane with hatred
So many people took part in the Holocaust.

Genocide seems to bederstood so completelyet we keep letting happen again, and
again, and agair’
~ Grade 8 student, Shane

Survivor Faigie Libman

“My Grade 10 English classes in Brampton, visitieel Eriends of Simon Wiesenthal
Center for Holocaust Studies on Friday, Octobdt &4d Monday, October 27 As part
of their Culminating Performance Task, the Gradela8ses were asked to raédight by
Elie Wiesel and were deeply moved by the memohusT 165 students attended a
Holocaust informational workshop at the Center th heard the riveting stories from
Holocaust survivors: Esther Bem, Sally Wassermad,Magda Hilf. The stories of
survival impacted both students and teachers. Eaahvivor had her own unique
message of hope that each student took with therd all not be forgotten This trip
was truly a memorable experience.”

~ Grade 10 Teacher, Miryam




“I would also like to thank you and the FSWC staff making this wonderful
programming available. Not only is it accessiblg, the fact that it is free makes the
experience possible for so many more students herwise struggle to afford school
outings.
We really enjoyed the experience. The students@ehfortable with the subject matter
and engaged with the speakdihe trip opened up a more personal type of discassi
between the students.

~ Grade 8 teacher, Andrea

“The Holocaust was so horrific, it's indescribabBut what scares me the most is that it
was repeatedlf people did not learn from the actions that hadken place in the
Holocaust, it could happen again and again and agaiThe fact that children under 10
were immediately gassed really scares me. It madesthink of myself and my family
and the fact that | have 5 cousins under 10 ansit@rs. | don’t want to think of my
helplessness in the situation.”

~ Grade 8 student, Caryn

Students working on a genocide exhibit in order@ducate.

“There’s more that’'s gone on in than just the Halmt, there’s Rwanda and Darfur.
Most people just think about the world wars andHioéocaust, but there are wars going
on that people pay less attention We need to learn about what’'s happened in the past
and what’s happening currently because we shouldlkinwhat could happen in the
future. People in the world need to be ready because hidtoes have a way of
repeating itself, and in some cases it already kas.many locations it might happen in
the future. | also think current wars or genocide=sn’t on the new or people don’t talk
about them — which people should.”

~ Grade 8 student




“Although | know so much about the Holocaust, | eeknew anything about the
Rwandan genocide. They were both forms of discration against another race and
they are both forms of hate. | don’t understang after all of the genocides that have
taken place, why things like this are still happetioday in the world. It's good that we
are learning so much about hate and genocide @iragyage so that we don not continue
the hate in the future. Unfortunately, genocidé hate crimes like Darfur are happening
as we speak, and | know that as the future geperate must make sure that we never
let any sort of genocide happen again, andwieaall live as the human racé

~ Grade 8 student, Neda

*kkkk

“I thought that what they did in Rwanda was badt Jike the Holocaust. Rwanda is just
as sad because it happened about 50 years aftdotbeaust. After the Holocaust
everyone said that they can't let it happen agairdioring Rwanda they did let it happen
again. Today during Darfur it is also happeningiag After Rwanda they said never
again. So as a question | have — why is it thar &b many years and awful things
happenedwhy do they say never again and still let it happagain?”

~ Grade 8 student, Naomi
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“There is a lot more going on than all of us thaugd this is helping us understand a lot

more. | know am aware of another disgusting, bterihing that happened besides the
Holocaust and think it is important to learn about more things| also think that this is
a new way to learn and it involved us more. | aw getting educated a lot more.”

~ Grade 8 student, Saorah

Survivor Max Eisen




