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SIMON WIESENTHAL 
Celebrating 100 years of Justice and Human Rights 

 
 
Born:  December 31, 1908             Died:  September 20, 2005 
Mission:  To bring justice to Nazi war criminals; holding them 
accountable for their crimes  
 
“Freedom is not a gift from the heavens, one must fight for it 

every day.” 
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The Boy in the 
Striped Pajamas 

 
 
ISBN:  978-0385751537 
 
Website: 

www.johnboyne.com 

“If you start to read this 
book, sooner or later 
you will arrive at a 
fence. 

Fences like this exist 
all over the world. 

We hope you never 
have to encounter such 
a fence.” 

~ John Boyne 

 
The Boy in the Striped Pajamas is a fictional story 
told through the eyes of an eight year old boy who is 
largely shielded from the reality of World War II. 
The story follows the forbidden friendship that 
forms between Bruno, whose father is a Nazi 
commandant, and Shmuel, a Jewish boy held 
prisoner in a concentration camp.  Though the two 
are separated physically by a barbed wire fence, 
their friendship grows and becomes inescapably 
intertwined.   

This story was been made into a major motion 
picture and was released in theatres across Canada 
November 14th, 2008. 

 

Author John Boyne 

Suggested Classroom Activities: 

·    Retell the story as a graphic novel.  (An individual 
assignment, or assign members of the class certain 
chapters in the novel.)   
 

·    Write and present the story as a rap.   
 

·    A critical moment is when you suddenly realize an 
essential point that the author is trying to make.   
Chose a critical moment from the story and rewrite it 
from two characters’ perspectives of that moment.  
(You may not use Bruno as one of your characters.) 
 

·  Compare ideals and issues of human rights,�
religious persecution, or world politics of the 1940’s 
with those of today. Findings can be in the form of a 
chart, poster, electronic display, etc.  Written report to 
be included as well.   
 

·  Create a map of Bruno’s world.  Include a detailed 
legend with at least 20 items. Legend items should 
help us understand Bruno’s view of reality. Provide a 
written explanation to support your decision.��
 

·  Create a “Biography”-like television program that 
profiles the career of Bruno’s father. 
 

·  Compose a front page of a newspaper that depicts 
four events in the story.  Include headlines, graphics 
and any other content that one might find on the front 
page of a newspaper. 
 

·  Choose specific quotes from the film to discuss in 
class.  �
�  

 
Promotional Poster for film, “The Boy in the Striped Pajamas” (2008) 

“Lines may divide us, but hope will 
unite us.” 
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Jewish landlord's 
property defaced 
with swastikas 
 September 05, 2007 by Barry Hertz  
National Post 

 
When 82-year-old Marion Schwarz arrived at her 
Bowmanville property on Tuesday morning to evict 
a long-time tenant who had been bouncing his 
cheques since May, a spray-painted swastika 
greeted her from her front door.  
The Post's Zosia Bielski reports: Inside the home, 
which Ms. Schwarz’s husband Joe, a Holocaust 
survivor, bought her as a present for their 40th 
wedding anniversary, the landlord found windows 
smashed, ceilings torn down and walls ripped open.  
In one room, next to a Canadian flag, another 
swastika marked up a demolished wall. It was 
spray-painted in green, as were the words “F--- 
Jews,” and “White Power” in white paint.  
 
“Just looking at that swastika, it just tears my heart 
out because they marched my husband’s 
grandmother into the gas chamber while his aunts 
had to stand by and watch them exterminate her,” 
said Ms. Schwarz, whose husband escaped to 
Canada from Germany in 1938.  
 
The family moved to Bowmanville, where they got 
into the cattle business. The house sits on King 
Street East, the town’s main drag.  

 
“We couldn’t foresee anything like this because 
human beings don’t do things like this. The house is 
trashed, literally trashed,” said Ms. Schwarz, who 
rented out the home that her husband had initially 
bought her to run as an antique store.  
 
Ms. Schwarz’s tenant lived there without incident for 
10 years, she said, until he stopped paying the rent five 
months ago. When she, her son Alan, two enforcement 
officers and a locksmith arrived at the home on 
Tuesday morning to serve his eviction, the tenant was 
gone, as was his young daughter and son and most of 
their belongings. 
 
The Durham Regional Police Service is treating the 
incident as mischief, not a hate crime, and have not 
laid any charges. “A swastika on its own, as per the 
Criminal Code of Canada, is not a hate crime,” 
Sergeant Paul McCurbin said. “It doesn’t have the 
proper components to be considered a hate crime. For 
example, if I said that I was going to kill a race of 
people or we should kill a race of people, that would 
be considered a hate crime.”  
 
The news disappointed Ms. Schwarz’s son, Alan, “In 
1938, we found safe haven in Bowmanville,” he said. 
“It was a wonderful place to settle and my parents 
have been here basically for 70 years. They never 
anticipated ever facing the same kind of symbolism 
they had to leave Germany for.” 
 
 “I don’t know what happened to him ... Up until the 
last while, I never had a day’s trouble with him. He 
was friendly,” said Ms. Schwarz.   
Fast Facts: 

·     In 2007 there were 1042 reported antisemitic 
incidents in Canada 

·     This is an 11.4% increase from 2006 
·     Over the past 10 years, this represents a 400% 

increase 
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Jewish landlord's property 
defaced with swastikas:  
Was this a hate crime? 
 
Vocabulary: 
 
Hate Crime:  The Criminal Code of Canada says a 
hate crime is committed to intimidate, harm or 
terrify not only a person, but an entire group of 
people to which the victim belongs. The victims are 
targeted for who they are, not because of anything 
they have done. 

Swastika: An ancient cosmic or religious symbol 
formed by a Greek cross with the ends of the arms 
bent at right angles in either a clockwise or a 
counterclockwise direction; originally a sign of 
good luck; in 1935 adopted by the Nazi Party and 
the Third Reich as an official symbol. 

Holocaust:  the systematic, bureaucratic, state-
sponsored persecution and murder of approximately 
six million Jews by the Nazi regime and its 
collaborators. "Holocaust" is a word of Greek origin 
meaning "sacrifice by fire." The Nazis, who came to 
power in Germany in January 1933 believed that 
Germans were "racially superior" and that the Jews, 
deemed "inferior," were an alien threat to the so-
called German racial community. 

Exterminate:  to get rid of by destroying; destroy 
totally; extirpate. 

Gas chamber:  an enclosure used for the execution 
of prisoners by means of a poisonous gas – one of 
the most infamous was Auschwitz. 

Deface:  to mar or spoil the appearance or surface 
of; to impair the usefulness, value, or influence of.  

 

Racism:  hatred or intolerance of another race or other 
races, usually involving the idea that one's own race is 
superior and has the right to rule others. 

Antisemitism:  hatred of Jews, often called “the 
longest hatred”; it has been around for over 2000 years 

 

Discussion Questions: 

1.  Do you feel this vandalism should be prosecuted as 
a hate crime?  Why or why not?  (Refer back to the 
Criminal Code of Canada’s definition of a hate crime).   

2.  What makes the crime committed a hate crime 
opposed to a crime? 

3.  What group or person committed the crime? 

4.  What group was the target of the crime?  Describe 
the crime. 

5.  How did the crime affect the targeted group?  The 
greater community? 

6.  Is there a reason given why the group was a target 
of a hate crime? 

7.  What can the community do to discourage hate 
crimes? 

8.  How should those that commit hate crimes be 
punished? 

Follow up . . . 

In July 2008, Marion Schwarz was told by 
police that they could not prove who had 
caused the damage in her rental property.  
Neither the tenant, nor a member of his family 
has been criminally charged.   
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Schools Making a 
Difference 
Goodwin Learning Centre’s 
Pebble Project 

It happened over 60 years ago, but the students and 
staff of Goodwin Learning Centre (GLC), a small 
multiage private school in Trenton, are making sure 
it’s not going to be forgotten. They have taken on 
the challenge of collecting 6 million pebbles to 
commemorate the estimated 6 million Jewish lives 
that were lost in the Holocaust. They have been 
studying the Holocaust and World War II in order to 
see what happens when bullying is not stopped; it 
continues to grow into hatred, racism, and injustice.  
 
Last year, the students of GLC watched the 
documentary “Paper Clips”, the story of a school in 
Whitwell, Tennessee who decided to find out what 
exactly 6 million looked like. They collected 6 
million paper clips and created a memorial out of an 
original cattle car that was used to transport victims 
to concentration camps during World War II.  

The GLC students and staff were so inspired after 
watching the documentary, they decided they 
wanted to do something too. Pebbles were decided 
upon as they are a traditional Jewish sign of peace 
and respect. Pebbles are placed on the graves of the 
deceased.  

The project began in September 2007 with students 
sending letters about their project to authors, 
musicians, actors, members of Parliament, 
synagogues, family members, anyone they thought 
would help them in their quest. Their pebble count 
so far has reached 405,000 - still a long way from 6 
million, but their interest and desire to accomplish 
this goal is not fading. The students themselves have 
been contributing pebbles too, often contributing 
their pebble along with a story about where it came  

 
from and why it’s important to them.   

The students have also created several challenges 
within the project itself. They would like to collect a 
pebble from every province and territory across 
Canada. They would also like to collect a pebble from 
as many countries around the world as possible. So far 
pebbles have arrived from England, Italy, France, 
Ireland, Afghanistan, Dubai, Belgium, Israel, Fiji, 
Portugal, Australia, New Zealand, Switzerland, Sudan, 
and Holland – just to name a few.  
 
While collecting the pebbles has been exciting, the 
path has come to hold a greater meaning than simply 
meeting the goal. It represents the desire of the 
students at GLC to change the world - to make it a 
better place in which to live. The pebbles represent 
respect, integrity, courage, and bravery. They 
represent tolerance and acceptance. The pebbles 
encourage all of us to explore and appreciate our past 
in order to make a difference for our tomorrow. 

For more information or to contribute to the project, 
please visit www.goodwinlearning.ca or forward your 
pebbles to: 

Goodwin Learning Centre 
149 English Settlement Road 

RR#4 Trenton, Ontario 
K8V 5P7 

 

GLC Students 
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Schools Making a 
Difference 

Milton District High School:  
ONE SCHOOL.  ONE VOICE.  

ONE WORLD. 

 
MDHS Students at the United Stated Holocaust Memorial Museum 

What do you do when you have the fastest growing 
visible minority community in all Ontario?  You 
educate.   

Ian Jones, principal of Milton District High School 
(MDHS) and his staff and students have taken a 
proactive approach to creating a peaceful, inclusive 
community.  Rather than waiting to react to situations 
that may arise based on racial and cultural differences, 
Mr. Jones and the school community decided to find 
the common thread that binds us all together – that of 
humanity.   

Through educational adventures and application of 
skills learned, MDHS has become an exemplary 
model of what equity education should be.   

Just last year a group of students travelled to Los 
Angeles to the Museum of Tolerance where they heard 
from guest speakers that represent a broad spectrum of 
experiences including Dr. Terrance Roberts, a member  

 
of the Little Rock 9 – one of the nine brave students who 
broke the segregation barrier for the first time, Holocaust 
survivor Agnus Koon - who survived the horrors of 
Auschwitz, Erin Gruwell - the inspiration behind 
“Freedom Writers”, and Matthew Boger - a hate crime 
victim who was almost killed by a group of neo-Nazi 
skinheads when he was a teen. 
 
Students travelled to New York’s Simon Wiesenthal 
Center where they explored examples of hate and bigotry 
on the internet today.   Another trip took students to 
Washington D.C. to visit the United States Holocaust 
Memorial Museum.  The thought-provoking and 
disturbing artefacts and images contained in the museum 
stimulated students to discussion and reflection.  

While the adventures led to unique and extraordinary 
learning experiences, application of the knowledge and 
skills learned was also mandatory in this educational 
process.  So what was next?  A trip to Ghana, Africa to 
help build a school.  Of course learning about the culture 
of the people was part of the agenda and an experience 
that will stay with the students for the rest of their lives.   

New Orleans was also on the itinerary.  The physical 
labour was nothing compared to the testimony from the 
residents that lived through the destruction of the 
hurricane.  Every individual on this trip came back a 
changed person.   

What’s new this year?    
·     A Grade 12 course entitled ‘Cultural Proficiency 

and Global Awareness’.   
·     A trip to Poland and Germany:  after all of the 

investment in Holocaust education, the final step 
in this part of the journey seemed evident . . . 
Auschwitz.  Students departed for Germany and 
Poland for another lesson in the importance of 
respect and tolerance. 

·     Habitat for Humanity build in Whitehorse, 
Yukon  

MDHS ‘walks the talk’; as stated in their 
Tolerance pledge, they “will be a part of the 

solution, not the problem.” 
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What’s Happening at 
FSWC? 
There have been hundreds of students passing 
through the doors of the FSWC classroom this fall, 
taking part in the educational workshops that are 
offered.   

The projects they have created have been 
inspirational and given us insight into some of our 
great leaders of the future.   

The following poem was written by Grade 
10 student Janiqua Osbourne after listening to 
survivor Magda Hilf speak of her experiences. 

A Poem for the Strong 

Where was the good 
When the world turned dark? 
  
Being trapped 
And being dressed up looking all slack 
And getting shot 
Because of what we lacked 
Always getting beatings 
Always with a heavy smack 
Too tired to even think about running 
Because the only thing I have left to go back to is this 
little shack 
  
Where was the good 
When the world turned black? 
  
“Where is my family? 
Oh why can’t I find my family? 
Oh Lord please 
Help me find them please!” 
That was just hope 
I once had for them 
Now it’s a wish 
Because I’m in need of them 
Begging for a little comfort 
Just a hug will do 
But now I must go on 
Go on, with the strength I have left within 

 
Where was the good 
When the world turned dark? 
  
Forced to go on 
Forced to be strong 
Lord have mercy upon me 
I don’t know how I can go on 
Oh Lord send me a saint 
Please I’m feeling as if I’m about to faint 
I’m feeling so sick 
I just can’t go on like this 
Set me free for good 
So I can see what good actually looks like 
Liberation is what I’m pleading to ask for. 
Give my people what they all want to be 
A Jew that is able to be set free 
  
So now I ask you . . .  
Where was the good 
When the world turned dark? 
Where was the good 
When the world turned black? 
It lay there waiting for me  
Which is where I lay right now 
Where not only have I been set free, 
But where good has as well, within me 
And where evil has not overcome me 
Nor killed me. 
  
I am alive! 
Oh yes!  I am alive! 
And set free for good. 
 

 
St. Marguerite D’Youville Students with Survivor Magda Hilf 
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Winter Events at FSWC 
 
 

Anti – BULLYING Student Workshop  
Led by Rick Rotchild, CYW, CYC 

 

 

Mondays, February 9, 23, March 2, 30, 2009 @ FSWC 
10:00am – 12:00 pm 

1:00pm - 3:00 pm 
Rick Rotchild, is a social worker and bodybuilder. He facilitates 
anger management workshops and an outreach project to assist 
both parents and children with issues; over the past 15 years Rick 
has worked in group homes, foster homes and dozens of schools 
with troubled latency and adolescent children. 

 
 
 

FOR TEACHERS . . . 
 
 

“Does the Dream Live On?” 
Led by Patricia Wright, Educator & Antiracism Trainer 

February 11th, 7pm – 9pm 
 

Pat Wright is presently the Antiracism Trainer and Facilitator within the Hamilton Wentworth 
District School Board in a partnership project between the school board, SISO (Settlement 
and Immigration Services Organization), and HCCI (Hamilton’s Centre for Civic Inclusion).  

Within the community, Pat also provides diversity and cross cultural training to 
organizations, such as Hamilton Police Services and North Hamilton Community Health, on 

behalf of the Hamilton Centre for Civic Inclusion. 
 

Pat is an excellent speaker and workshop facilitator who recently won the 2006 
Toastmasters District 60 “Humorous Story Contest”.  Her presentations provide unique and 

creative ways to examine and address difficult and sensitive issues. 
 

 

 

In 1963 Martin Luther King addressed the 
“condition of the negro” in the United States of 

America.  His speech, before thousands, 
articulated a history of injustices and 

culminated in a dream of a future based upon 
freedom, social justice & equity.  The “I have 
a dream” speech resonated powerfully within 

Black communities and gave voice to 
universal aspirations of Black peoples within 

Canada and across the world.  
  

The purpose of this workshop is to revisit 
the dream & the concepts contained within 

it, as it was outlined 41 years ago, & 
explore strategies for making that dream a 

reality in the lives of Black and minority 
children .   
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Book Study:  ‘Bifocal’ by Deborah Ellis & Eric Walt ers 
Led by Joan O’Callaghan, Author & Full-Time OISE Professor 

 

 

Wednesday, February 25, 6:30pm  @ FSWC 

A student arrested on suspicions of terrorism. A high school torn 
apart by racism. Two boys from two different sets of circumstances 
forced to choose sides.These are the issues at the heart of Bifocal, 
a groundbreaking new novel for young-adults.  

*Participants will develop strategies to use this bo ok in the 
classroom * 

(Please read the book prior to the workshop.) 
 
 
To register for any of these events, please contact: 
  

Jonathan Richler 
 Co-ordinator, Resource & Leadership Training Centre 
 902-5075 Yonge St., Toronto, ON; M2N 6C6 

(416) 864-9735 ext. 42 
jrichler@fswc.ca 
www.fswc.ca 
 


