Frienns oF
SmvoN WiesENTHAL CENTER
FOR HoLocAusT STUDIES

For immediate release

Friends of Simon Wiesenthal Center for Holocaust $idies commends Toronto
mayoral candidates on their support for a hate-fregsay Pride Parade

Toronto- April 28, 2010 —Friends of Simon Wiesenthal Center for Holocaustists
(FSWC) commends the majority of candidates runfongnayor in the city of Toronto
for their principled stand against the inclusiorhafe messaging promoted by Queers
Against Israeli Apartheid (QUAIA) in the Toronto $Rride parade.

George Smitherman said, “As a gay man who hasdsteavery pride since 1986 |
protest the plan to use pride, a celebration oL tBBT community, as a backdrop for
this debate. It's time for the Pride committe@td, prevent their participation and in so
doing protect this amazing institution that manyéntabored to create.”

Most other mayoralty candidates agree with thes@ments. Rocco Rossi maintains, “It
would be incredibly tragic to target the only cayrih the Middle East that has not one
but two Gay Pride parades,” while Rob Ford saiavbald “absolutely” support any
motion to deny funding to Pride if QUAIA particigst Georgio Mammoliti was quoted
in today’s Toronto Sun saying that participationQuAIA “. . . is racism at its worst.”
Sarah Thomson sums up the majority opinion, askMy is the city waiting . . .?”

“It is rare to have a majority of mayoral candidzite complete agreement” says Avi
Benlolo, President and CEO of FSWC. “It's time Taronto’s current Mayor, David
Miller to take action and deny funding to Prideasd it is willing to comply with the
City’s anti-discrimination guidelines. "I am cartahe City of Toronto does not want to
be complicit in fomenting antisemitism by bowingpessure from extremist groups.".”
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