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Eric Pineault, President

Célébrations de la fierté de Montréal

460, rue Sainte-Catherine Quest — Suite 303
Montréal QC H3B 1A7

August 12, 2010

Dear Monsieur Pineault:

In light of your decision to all allow the racist organization Queers against Israeli Apartheid
to march in the Celebration de la fierte Montreal, | urge you to take careful note of what
happened at Toronto’s Pride Week this year. Once considered the City of Toronto's
premiere street festival and celebration of gay rights, Pride Toronto now finds it can no
longer sustain itself as a viable organization.

Days after the June event, Pride declared it had lost more than $250,000 in sponsorships
and grants and had to lay off six employees. Several weeks prior, Pride Executive Director
Tracey Sandilands confessed at a press conference that the inclusion of Queers against
Israeli Apartheid (QAIA) was causing an “operational crisis”; that staff morale was at an all
time low and that the loss of financial support was detrimental. To save itself, Pride
disallowed the phrase, ‘Israeli Apartheid’ in the 2010 parade.

Unfortunately, Sandilands ended up reversing this important decision that could have saved
Pride. In an about-face, she took the approximately $125,000 from the City of Toronto and
went against City Council’s wishes by granting QAIA permission to march in her parade. This
decision left city councillors fuming and the gay community fractured and divided. The end
result? A poisoned feeling toward Pride among city residents and a consequent loss of
sponsorship and staffing.

It now seems that Celebration de la fierte is following in Sandilands footsteps. Although you
have already declared your organization more than $75,000 in the red, Jean-Sebastian
Boudreault said he does not have a problem with QAIA marching in the Parade. Like
Sandiland’s early attempts at mediation with the group, Boudreault says he will review their
signage before the walk.
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